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U.  S.  EXPORTS  OF  TOBACCO 
IN  OCTOBER  1953 

October  1953  exports  of  United  States  unmanufactured  tobacco  was 
about  55,737*600  pounds  (declared  -weight).    The  amount  was  approximately 
one -third  above  October  1952  shipments.    Most  of  the  increase  is  due  to 
larger  shipments  of  flue -cured  leaf  to  the  United  Kingdom  and  Western 
Germany,    The  declared  value  of  October  1953  leaf  exports,  was  about  $3^*6 
million. or  approximately  1+0  percent  above  the  similar  month  of  1952.  Most 
of  the  increase  was  in  shipments  of  flue -cured,  but  exports  of  Burley, 
Maryland  and:  Green  River  also  were  above  October  1952  levels.  October 
1953  takings  of  dark  fire -cured,.  onersucker,  and  cigar  wrapper  were  below 
levels  of  the  similar  month  of  1952. 

Total  exports  of  cigarettes  in  October  1953  w^s  10. 7  percent  below 
the  October  1952  level.    Declines  in  shipments  to  Tangiers,  Franoe,  Western 
Germany,  Belgium,  and  Malaya  were  particularly  significant,  while  exports 
to  Japan  were  considerably  higher  than  in  October  a  year  earlier.  The 
combined  quantities  of  cigars,  chewing  tobacco,  snuff,  and  smoking  tobacco 
shipped  in  October  1953  was  about  2.1+  times  the  level  of  October  1952. 
The  exports  of  chewing  tobacco  and  snuff  in  October  1953  were  approximately 
double  the  October  1952  level,  while  shipments  of  cigars  and  smoking  . 
tobacco  were  three  times  those  of  October  1952.    Shipments. of  cigars  in 
October  1953  to  Canada,  the  Canal  Zone,  and  the  Netherlands  Antilles  were 
especially  high  in  relation  to  October  1952  exports.    Increased  exports 
of  smoking  tobacco  in  October  1953  were  particularly  noticeable'  in  the 
case  of  Spain,  Mexico,  Haiti  and  Bolivia. 


Exports  of  United  States  unmanufactured  tobacco, 


October  1953,  with  comparisons 

(Export  weight) 

',  9 
9 

Kinds  • 

• 
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October 
1953 

j  October 
I  1952 

« 
• 
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1,000  pounds 

;    1,000  pounds 
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1+9,695  i 
1,723 
1,85^  i 
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0  ! 

678  ■ 
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23^  ! 
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:  178 
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\  232 
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:  736 

• 
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55,7^0 

!  1+1,898 
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36.U 

!  26.3 
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Exports  of  United  States  tobacco  products 
October  1953,  with  comparisons 


Class  of  Products  : 

October 
1953 

\  October 
1952 

Smoking  tobacco  in  packages  (pounds)  ... 

•  66U 
1,177,997 
23^29 
51,355 
363,730 

:  221 

:  1,303,893 
:  111,616 
Mi, 1+80 
;  11^,712 

Compiled  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  from  records  of  the  Bureau 
of  the  Census, 


CEYLON'S  EXPORTS  OF  COCONUT 
PRODUCTS  UP  IN  THIRD  QUARTER 

Ceylon's  exports  of  coconut  products  during  the  third  quarter  of  1953, 
in  copra  equivalent,  totaled  61,887  long  tons,  an  increase  of  9,566  tons 
from  the  preceding  quarter  but  21  percent  less  than  exports  during  the 
corresponding  period  of  1952,  reports  the  American  Embassy,  Colombo.  In 
the  period  under  review,  product  exports  as  such  consisted  of  15,521  tons 
of  coconut  oil,  17,951  tons  of  desiccated  coconut,  13,8l4  tons  of  copra, 
and  1,8^0,000  fresh  nuts. 

Principal  purchasers  of  coconut  oil  were  the  Netherlands — 3,H5  tens, 
India- -3, 069,  Italy— 2,830,  and  Canada— 1,566  tons.    China  bought  1,002 
tons  against  1,925  tons  in  the  previous  quarter,    India  took  the  bulk  of 
the  copra  exported— 12, 306  tons  or  89  percent.    This  is  attributed  to  the 
Indian  Government's  decision  to  lower  the  import  duty  on  copra  effective 
June  23,  1953"    Desiccated  coconut  went  principally  to  the  United  Kingdom— 
7,352  tons,  Germany—  h,0Qk,  the  Netherlands— 1,205,  Canada— 950,  and 
Australia — 772  tons. 

An  improvement  in  the  prices  of  coconut  products  was  evident  in  the 
third  quarter  of  1953*    Coconut  oil. which  brought  rupees. 1,125  per  long 
ton  ($23l)  at  the  beginning  of  July  1953  continued  to  increase  and  at  the 
beginning  of: August  registered  rupees  1,150  ($2^2)  closing  at  rupees  1,300 
($273)  at  the  end  of  the  quarter.    The  rise  in  price,  reflected  chiefly  the 
demand  for  coconut  oil  in  European  countries  and  the  fear. that  supplies 
would  be  lower  than  normal  during  the  rest  of  the  year.    Copra  brought 
rupees  185  ($39)  per  candy  of  56O  pounds  at  the  beginning  of  July  and  con- 
tinued to  improve  throughout  the  quarter,  closing, at.  the  end  of  September 
at  rupees  215  per  candy  ($U5).    During  the  same  period  desiccated  coconut 
opened  at  rupees  O.U95  (lO.U- cents)  per, pound  and  closed. at  rupees  0.57 
(12.0  cents) .  ,  ,  ... 
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Production  of  coconut  oil  in  Ceylon  continued  to  be  low  during  the 
third  quarter  of  1953;  and  exports  of  oil  were  28  percent  less  than  in  the 
preceding  quarter.    The  decrease  in  both  production  and  exports  of  coconut 
oil  has  been  attributed  partly  to  the  increased  manufacture  of  desiccated 
coconut  as  a  result  of  large  orders  and  better  prices  received  from  the 
United  Kingdom  and  European  countries,  particularly  Germany. 

Another  reason  for  the  decrease  in  coconut  oil  exports  is  the  general 
deterioration  of  the  coconut  industry  in  Ceylon,    Production  of  coconuts, 
as  such,  in  1953  is  estimated  to  be  about  25  percent  less  (500  million 
nuts)  than  in  1952,  partly  a  result  of  unsatisfactory  weather  conditions. 
However,  the  number  of  acres  under  cultivation  (approximately  1  million 
acres)  is  decreasing  by  about  15  percent  annually.    Thus,  the  annual  in- 
crease in  the  population  of  2.5  percent  means  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
nuts  required  for  local  consumption  and  a  corresponding  decrease  in  the 
exportable  surplus. 

INDIA'S  1953-5^ 
SESAME  ACREAGE  UP 

India's  1953-5^  sesame  acreage,  as  of  the  second  official  estimate,  was 
k,l  percent  above  the  adjusted  second  estimate  for  1952-53,  according  to 
information  available  to  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service „    Past  experience 
has  shown  that  the  area  reported  at  second  estimate  stage— k, 393, 000  acres 
for  1953-5^ t  forms  roughly  65  percent  of  the  final  acreage. 

The  increase  in  the  reported  area  planted  to  sesame  over  last  year  has 
been  shared  mainly  by  Rajasthan,  Hyderabad,  Madhya  Pradesh,  Madras  and 
Bombay  and  is  due  mainly  to  timely  rains  and  favorable  climatic  conditions 
at  sowing  time.    Bihar,  United  Provinces,  Madhya  Bharat  and  Yindhya  Pradesh 
have,  however,  recorded  a  decrease  in  acreage  due  to  unfavorable  weather 
conditions » 

ESTIMATED  WORLD  PRODUCTION  OF  LEAF  TOBACCO  HARVESTED  IN  CALENDAR 
YEAR  1953,  WITH  COMPARISONS --FARM  SALES  WEIGHT  l/  2/ 

Total  1953  leaf  tobacco  production  for  the  specified  countries  listed 
in  the  accompanying  table  is  estimated  at  7,32^  million  pounds.    This  is 
slightly  above  the  amount  harvested  in  1952  even  with  the  large  decline  in 
United  States  output  in  1953 t  and  is  about  90  million  pounds  greater  than 
the  19^7-51  annual  average.    The  acreage  harvested  in  1953  was  about  the 
same  as  in  1952  and  the  overall  average  yield  per  acre  was  slightly  higher 
than  the  previous  year. 

1/  Does  not  include  Manchuria.    Data  relative  to  the  quantities  of  tobacco 
grown  and  consumed  at  home  without  entering  commercial  channels  are  not 
available . 


2/  A  more  extensive  statement  soon  will  be  published  as  a  Foreign 
Agriculture  Circular  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service,  U.S.  Department 
of  Agriculture,  Washington  25,  D.C. 
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PRODUCTION  BY  AREAS 

North  America 

Production  for  1953  is  estimated  at  2,kkl  million  pounds,  down  about 
200  million  from  1952  and  slightly  belov  the  19^7-51  annual  average.  This 
is  due  primarily  to  smaller  acreage  and  lower  average  yield  in  the  United 
States o    There  were  increases  in  Mexico  and  Central  American  countries. 
Due  primarily  to  the  favorable  price  and  general  demand  situation  for  cigar 
leaf,  production  of  this  kind  of  tobacco  in  1953  was  stimulated  in  tobacco 
producing  islands  of  the  Carribean  area  (particularly  Cuba,  Dominican 
Republic  and  Puerto  Rico). 

South  America 

Estimated  1953  production  at  ^35 »8  million  pounds  for  South  America 
establishes  a  new  high  record.    This  is  about  6.8  percent  above  1952  and 
15  percent  greater  than  the  annual  average  during  the  I9V7-5I  period. 
Nearly  all  the  increase  over  1952  is  due  to  larger  production  in  Brazil  and 
Argentina.    This  was  brought  about  chiefly  through  expanded  acreages  and 
higher  yields  in  important  flue -cured  producing  areas  in  southern  Brazil 
and  improved  yields  in  Argentina,    Production  of  Bahia  cigar  in  northern 
Brazil  was  far  below  normal  due  to  severe  drought  conditions  during  the 
December  1952 -March  1953  period , 

Europe  (including  the  U.  S,  S.  R,) 

Production  in  1953  is  estimated  at  1,237  million  pounds  compared  to 
1,102  million  in  1952 »    Production  for  the  Uc  S,  S.  R.  was  estimated  at  kjO 
million  pounds  in  both  1952  and  1953  although  little  is  known  about  the  exact 
levels  of  output.    Increases  in  1953  relative  to  1952  were  especially  pro- 
nounced in  Greece,  Yugoslavia,  Bulgaria  and  Hungary.    Higher  levels  of  pro- 
duction in  1953  were  general  throughout  Southeastern  Europe  where  severe 
drought  conditions  prevailed  in  1952.    Significant  increases  were  also  re- 
ported for  France,  Germany  and  Spain, 

Asia 

Total  1953  production  in  Asia  (excluding  Manchuria)  is  estimated  at 
2,923  million  pounds  or  about  h»k  percent  above  3-952,  but  still  slightly 
below  the  annual  average  during  the  19^7-51  period. 

Acreages  and  production  in  Turkey,  Iran,  India  and  Japan  were  up  sub- 
stantially from  1952  levels.    Combined  production  of  India  and  Pakistan  is 
still  below  the  level  reported  in  the  1935-39  period  but  much  of  this  may  be 
due  to  the  differences  in  methods  of  estimating  production.    While  little  is 
known  in  regard  to  China,  the  most  important  tobacco -producing  country  in 
Asia,  it  is  reported  that  tobacco  yields  are  again,  as  in  1952,  belov?  normal 
due  to  unfavorable  weather. 
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Africa 

The  estimated  production  for  1953  is  27^.7  million  pounds.    Output  was 
267.7  million  pounds  in  19?2>  compared  with  annual  averages  of  235*5  million 
for  19U7-53,  and  126. 9  million  during  1935-39?    These  data  indicate  the  con- 
tinuation of  a  steep  upward  trend  i*1  "that  area.    The  upward  trend  in  Southern 
Rhodesia,  Northern  Rhode sia,  and  Nyasaland  continue  to  dominate  developments 
in  Africa.    The  Union  of  South  Africa  was  the  only  major  tobacco  producing 
country  in  Africa  to  show  a  decline  in  1953  &s  compared  to  1952  when  output 
was  abnormally  high* 

Oceania 

The  estimated  output  of  1953  is  11.6  million  pounds,  a  decline  of  1.9 
million  compared  to  1952.    This  is  due  primarily  to  the  lower  average  yields 
in  Australia. 

Summary 

The  continuing  upward  trend  in  the  southern  part  of  Africa  (primarily 
Southern  Rhodesia,  Northern  Rhodesia,  Nyasaland  and  Union  of  South  Africa) 
Southern  Brazil,  Argentina,  Canada,  Cuba,  Dominican  Republic,  Greece  and 
Turkey  and  the  recent  decline  in  cigar  leaf  output  of  Indonesia  as  compared 
to  the  pre-independence  period  appear  to  be  the  outstanding  recent  develop- 
ments insofar  as  shifting  patterns  of  production  for  export  are  concerned. 

The  recent  increases  in  production  to  fulfill  domestic  needs  is  par- 
ticularly important  in  various  Western  European  countries  (especially  Italy, 
France  and  Spain)  as  well  as  in  Argentina,  Canada,  Japan,  Taiwan  (Formosa) 
and  Thailand. 

At  the  same  time  that  these  developments  materialize  total  United  States 
production  has  increased  greatly  but  there  has  been  a  major  shift  in  pattern 
insofar  as  proportion  of  production  for  export  is  concerned.    The  percentage 
of  total  production  exported  has  declined,  particularly  as  the  various 
African  countries  indicated  above  have  increased  shipments  to  the  United 
Kingdom  well  as  to  other  Western  European  countries. 

This  is  one  of  a  series  of  regularly  scheduled  reports  on  world  agricultural 
production  approved  by  the  Foreign  Agricultural  Service  Committee  on  Foreign 
Crop  and  Livestock  Statistics.    It  is  based  in  part  upon  U.S*  Foreign  Service 
reports . 

NEW  ZEALAND'S  LAMB 
CROP  LARGER 

The  highest  estimated  lambing  percentage  ever  recorded  in  New  Zealand 
has  been  announced  by  the  New  Zealand  Department  of  Agriculture  for  the 
current  season,  according  to  M.  T.  Foster  of  the  American  Embassy,  Wellington. 
The  estimated  number  of  breeding  ewes  are  also  above  a  year  ago.    The  1953 
estimate  for  breeding  ewes  totaled  23.8  million  head  as  compared  to  23. 0 
million  in  1952  and  22.6  million  in  1951.    This  year's  lamb  crop  totaled  23.2 
million  head  for  a  lambing  percentage  of  percent  as  compared  to  9^.7 

percent  in  1952  and  9U.3  percent  in  1951. 


